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Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Face Covering 

Updated 9.3.20 

Q:  When am I required to wear a face covering during my professional duties? 
A: Face coverings, in keeping with the order of the Department of Health, are required to be worn 

whenever you are on Sequim School District property with exceptions noted below. 
 

Q: Do I have to wear a face covering when I am in my classroom by myself? 
A: No. But you will need to have your face covering at the ready should someone enter your room. 
 

Q: Do I have to wear a face covering when I am in my office by myself? 
A:  No. But you will need to have your face covering at the ready should someone enter your office. 
 

Q: I don’t have a private office; do I have to wear a face covering? 
A:  Probably. If your desk space does not have four walls or partitions that are higher than your head, 

you will need to wear a face covering while at your desk. 
 

Q: If I am outside, do I have to wear a face covering? 
A:  The State of Washington Department of Health allows for the following exceptions to face covering 

when outside: 
 

• While engaged in … outdoor exercise activities, such as walking, hiking bicycling or running, provided 
that a distance of at least six feet is maintained from non-household members... 

• While in an outdoor area, provided that a distance of at least six feet is maintained from non-
household members. 

 

We ask that you take the most conservative approach to this guideline. Wear a face covering whenever you 
are outside and there is a potential to intersect with a non-household member before you may have the 
opportunity to affix your face covering. For example, you are walking the halls of your school and believe 
yourself to be alone on campus and able to easily distance from non-household members, but at any time, a 
colleague, student, or community member could spring from a door or round a corner unexpectedly. Erring on 
the side of caution will protect your reputation and the integrity of our District.  

 

Q:  I forgot to bring my face covering, if it’s okay with the other person, can we have an in-person 
conversation anyway? 

A:  No. Do not put your co-workers in the situation to accommodate you in this way.  
 

Q: I cannot wear a face mask, is a face shield okay? 
A: Face shields are only acceptable if they have a skirt attached. The shield needs to fit against the 

forehead and the material must be on the sides and bottom. 
 

Q: I think face covering is nonsense and I disagree with the Department of Health. Do I have to wear 
face covering? 

A: Yes.  
 

Q:  I think everyone should wear face coverings 100% of the time even if they are outside and can 
distance. Can we make this a thing? 

A:  No.  

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/Secretary_of_Health_Order_20-03_Statewide_Face_Coverings.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/Secretary_of_Health_Order_20-03_Statewide_Face_Coverings.pdf

